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Welcome to the September edition of the Benenden Parish Magazine.

Like Peter Davies, see his Parish Council letter, my thoughts have turned to traffic and roads and 
I thought I’d begin as I mean to go on with a (late) middle-aged rant about the speed of the traffic
passing through Benenden. I was meandering across the road from the shop last week when a
silver car came speeding down the village street. It crossed my mind to jump out of the way and
then in a purple-hat moment I decided to slow down, stand in the road and make them reduce
their speed. They wouldn’t really run me over in Benenden High Street would they? Well they 
had a sporting go, swerving past with a blast on their horn. What could we do to persuade 
people to slow down if not for me then for the primary school children crossing the road? 
We could have humps (ask John Hare) or sleeping policemen (ask Hazel) or a chicane (ask 
Sheila Hume - chick-ane … chicken joke … never mind). A more sensible suggestion might be 
to reduce the speed limit in Benenden to 20mph, as they have done in central Cranbrook to
protect school children and shoppers. Your suggestions, sensible or otherwise, on a postcard,
please, or via our usual gmail address below.

I would like to invite budding Benenden writers to contribute to the Benenden Magazine. We
have lots of hidden talent and enterprise in the Parish and it would be nice to promote it. This
month we have an artist and flower growers featured in the Magazine. Who should we have next
month? Your ideas and suggestions are always welcome.

September already! Can you believe it? Where did the summer go? The school holidays are
drawing to a close and the nights are drawing in …

Minnie Garnier, Co-Editor

Editorial

The Benenden Magazine is published monthly as a joint venture by Benenden Parish Council 
and St George’s Parochial Church Council. It is distributed free to all residents of the parish.
Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the publishers. Responsibility for accuracy of
information rests with contributors and advertisers.

Editors: Kent Barker, Peter Thomas, Minnie Garnier
Editorial Board: PCC Rep: Tracy Claridge, PC Rep: Kent Barker, Treasurer: Charles Trollope, 
Acting Advertising Manager: Paul Leek, Advertising Assistant: Iain Fraser, 
Distribution: Marilyn and Dick Hill, Layout Editor: Camilla Macdonald

Contributions to: benendenparishmagazine@gmail.com by the 15th of the preceding month.
Advertising orders or queries to: advertising.benendenmag@gmail.com.
Postal address: c/o Community Office, Benenden Village Hall, Benenden, TN17 4DY   01580 240371

01580 242700
wealdproperty.netResidential Sales • Management and Lettings

2 Windmill Oast, Windmill Farm,
Rolvenden, Kent TN17 4PF

Being o� high street, local and independent we 
are �eet footed and nimble as an organisation, 
yet still retain National coverage via the two 
largest web portals. We focus on you and your 
goals, rather than those of a corporate, London 
or city based head o�ce whose ideas may not 
be relevant to you or this rural market.

It allows us to put the person 
before the pro�t. 

If you would like to bene�t from a bespoke 
strategic marketing plan to actually sell your 
home, with genuine �exibility on commission 
rates tailored to your budget, with relevant and 
realistic advice, particularly when it comes to an 
achievable sale price, then look no further. 

To spring board your sale this Spring, please call 
Alex Hill on 01580 242700 for a complimentary 
valuation with up to date market assessment.

At Weald Property we don’t 
just advertise your property...

Sale Agreed (STC)£1,295,000

Sale Agreed (STC)

OIEO £475,000
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OIEO £995,000

...we SELL your property

Weald Property, handling exceptional Wealden homes since 1985
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Weald Property, handling exceptional Wealden homes since 1985

Weald Property has been successfully handling exceptional local
Property whilst supporting the villages of Benenden and
Rolvenden since 1985. Offering a complete, professional and
personal service in Residential Sales, Lettings and Property
Management Agency, our successful and unique approach is not
to be found on the High Street. Located at our inviting offices at
Windmill Farm, Benenden Road, Rolvenden, we offer cost
effective solutions for selling, letting and managing your Property. 

LEADERS IN
LOCAL PROPERTY
SINCE 1985

To benefit from our 30 years experience leading the way in
Wealden Property, please call Alex Hill on 01580 242700 for
a complimentary market appraisal.

Recently SOLD   BENENDEN   £775,000

Recently LET ROLVENDEN LAYNE £3,250 PCM
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Private Care Service

For a free assessment  
of your care needs or to 
receive your brochure  
Call us on 01580 762244

Our Private Care Service offers 
tailored packages of personal care 
that can help people stay in their  
own home for as long as possible, 
rather than going into a care home 
before it’s really needed. We assist  
those who need help due to 
fraility, disability or illness to live 
as independently as possible, with 
comfort & dignity, in their own home.

Domestic  
Care  

£9.77  
per hour

www.townandcountryhomecare.co.uk
Town & Country Homecare Limited 
102a High Street, Tenterden, Kent TN30 6HT  
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September
Thursday 1 Planning Committee Meeting, Benenden Village Hall, 8.30am
Thursday 1 Parish Council Special Meeting, Benenden Village Hall, 7.30pm
Friday 2 Woodland Wide Games, Iden Green Congregational Church, 7pm p.17
Saturday 3 Village Activity and Fun Day, The Green, Benenden, 3-6pm p.9
Sunday 4 Village Panto Auditions, Benenden Village Hall, 2pm p.9
Sunday 4 Tom Bell, Organ Recital, St George’s Church, 6pm p.13
Monday 5 Iden Green and Benenden WI, Ploughman’s Lunch, Lodge Farm, 12noon p.21
Thursday 8 Benenden Women’s Club, Upcycled Jewellery, Iden Green Pavilion, 7.30pm p.19
Saturday 10 Friends of Kent Churches, Sponsored Ride and Walk, 10am-6pm p.9
Saturday 17 Ron Russell Jazz Band, Benenden Village Hall, 7.30pm p.11
Sunday 18 Messy Church, St George’s Church, 4-6pm p.17
Monday 19 Parish Council Meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm
Tuesday 20 Village Lunch, Benenden Village Hall, 12.30pm p.13
Tuesday 20 Iden Green and Benenden WI, Keep Fit, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm p.21
Tuesday 27 Merry and Bright, Memorial Hall, 3pm

October
Sunday 2 St George’s Harvest Lunch, Benenden Village Hall, 12.15pm for 12.30pm p.21
Saturday 8 Benenden Pre-School Jumble Sale, Benenden Village Hall, 10.30am p.27
Tuesday 18 Iden Green and Benenden WI, Tools for Africa, Memorial Hall, 2pm p.21
Friday 28 Argentine Wine Tasting, Benenden’s Community Shop, 7.30pm p.21

Benenden Youth Club/Streetcruizer, age 11+
Mondays at Benenden Village Hall, 7-9pm

Coffee Shop
Wednesdays in the Memorial Hall, 10-12noon

Cakes & Chaos: Cafe and Toddler Group
Fridays during term time in St George’s Church, 9-11.30am

Refuse Lorry Collections
Saturday 10 September, Garden Waste/Compostable Waste, Benenden, Cherryfields, 8-11am
Saturday 24 September, Domestic Waste, Benenden, Village Hall layby, 8-11am

Village Calendar Parish Council Letter

With the warmer holiday weather in August many of us have been out and about locally on 
foot or on our bicycles. It is only then that we can see close up the appalling state of many of 
our roads and rural lanes.

We have had meetings with Kent Highways but little appears to have resulted. There have 
been markings painted on the roads showing where repairs to potholes and verges are 
needed, but no real action and the makings are later washed away or eroded before any 
repairs take place. To report Highways issues directly to the County this can be done online at 
http://webapps.kent.gov.uk/KCC.KHSFaultsGIS.Web.Sites.Public/  This can also be done through
the Parish Council website.

Some of our roads need major works, while others just need a bit of tender loving care! This
would be a good time to clear drains and culverts in preparation for the Autumn and this could
reduce future water damage requiring expensive repair. Your Parish Council is seeking a greater
input to planned maintenance and priority setting locally. We want to see that Kent Highways is
engaging with Parish Councils proactively and not just reactively.

Of course there are other issues affecting our very busy roads - not least speeding. We would
like to see speed restrictions locally extended and more effectively enforced. To this end we
intend to reactivate the local Speed Watch campaign. We have access to the electronic equipment
and other kit, but we now need more volunteers to come forward and be trained by Kent Police.
With the start of a new school year this would be a good time for parents to actively take part 
in this to make our roads in the village safer for our children.

Finally there is the issue of the busy crossroads next to Wards the butchers. We don’t have
yellow lines in the village and don’t want them. However drivers need to be aware that even
without yellow lines, it is an offence to park within 10 metres of such a junction. Sight lines are
obstructed and this could result in another accident on the crossroads.

Peter Davies, BPC Chairman
01580 240723   chairbenendenpc@gmail.com

Caroline Levett, Benenden Parish Council Clerk
01580 240371   clerk@benendenparishcouncil.org
For more information see our website   www.benendenparishcouncil.org   or find us on facebook

Parish Council Special Meeting
Thursday 1 September 2016, Benenden Village
Hall, 7.30pm

Parish Council Meeting
Monday 19 September 2016, Memorial Hall,
7.30pm

Planning Committee Meeting
Thursday 1 September 2016, Benenden Village
Hall, 8.30am
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The bottom drawer
It was the end of relaxing summer holidays and time to get herself ready for a busy autumn. 
Time to sort the bottom drawer of her home filing cabinet. Among other long forgotten items
was a folder of paintings produced at nursery school by her eldest grandson - he was now 
well into secondary school. They were mostly black because, as he had explained to her, he had
painted the story of his day and then night-time came! She hoped that the staff understood and
had not decided that there was ‘a problem’ with this one.

Under these was an envelope with a variety of thank you cards from a number of the
grandchildren. These included several childish scribbles liberally spattered with glitter, a handprint
in paint, a drawing dashed off, a carefully written note on pencilled lines, a painstakingly executed
complicated picture and a letter written to the very reasonable format: say thank-you, then
something you like about it and then one more interesting thing! Nowadays she mused,
communication was more likely to be by e-mail or a call on a smartphone - lovely but rather 
less tangible. At least modern technology seemed to encourage grandchildren to get in touch
more often.

Next some old insurance files; notes from a committee on which she had sat many years ago; a
random set of photos none of which she recognised; and some empty filing pockets which would
be very useful in her new found enthusiasm for order.

What was a donkey head-dress doing at the bottom of the drawer? Then she remembered that
this had originally been made for a nativity and subsequently brought out on other occasions 
to fulfil roles in a variety of ‘plays’ in the sitting room, for at least two generations. Have TV
schedules and video games replaced such improvisations or is there still plenty of scope for 
the imagination?

Nearly empty at last but tucked right at the back and quite out of place was a recorder. Now she
really did smile. The recorder brought back memories of her own childhood, particularly the time
she was thrown out of the primary school recorder group after a rather disastrous concert, for
the second half of which she was asked to pretend. Many years later her daughter, at the age of
ten, had made up for it by playing Joplin’s ‘The Entertainer’ alone on stage to a large audience. 
She was note perfect and received rousing applause. Just recently there had been a Skype call
with one set of grandchildren who had played her a little piano and recorder duet, so the musical
tradition was living on.

The drawer had finally been sorted but - what to do with the discovered treasures? Maybe the
bottom drawer was still a good place so that memories could be revisited at another ‘end of
summer’ clear out!

Sue Fisher
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Just a Thought!Greenacre Landscapes
Creating Beautiful Gardens

since 1963
Specialists in Private Garden
Design & Construction
Patios - Brickwork - Decking
Stonework - Ponds/Lakes

Water Features - Planting Schemes
Groundworks

Detailed Plans - Portfolio Available 
Free Consultation

www.greenacrelandscapes.co.uk
01580 240085      01892 722412

Furnace Lane Nursery, Furnace Lane,
Brenchley, Kent TN12 7BX

Warm friendly welcome. Full English breakfast 
with homemade breads and preserves

Charming ensuite rooms, two double and one twin 
Set in three acres of woodland gardens

Afternoon tea and homemade cake on arrival

The Holt Bed and Breakfast
Quietly situated within walking distance of Benenden village 

Kate Rundell  ✼ 01580 240414  ✼ kate@theholt.org  ✼ www.theholt.org
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OFFERING LONG-TERM RESIDENCE, 
CONVALESCENCE & RESPITE CARE 
FOR INDIVIDUALS AND COUPLES 
WHO VALUE PRIVACY, LUXURY 

AND HAPPINESS 
 

PEASMARSH PLACE          For Brochure & Details 
Church Lane, Peasmarsh, Rye, East Sussex TN31 6XETel: 01797 230555 

Marshall Heating
Boiler Replacements
Full Central Heating Systems
Hot Water Cylinders
Unvented Hot Water Cylinders
Powerflushing
Radiators
New Builds
Underfloor Heating
Central Heating Wiring

Installation
Servicing
Repair
Free Quotations

Gas
Lpg
Oil

Office:  01580 243037
Mobile: 07545 621121
Email: a.marshall.heating@outlook.com
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Mervyn Carey
Valuer and Auctioneer

of  over 40 years experience

Professionally prepared valuations
carried out in a personal and

considerate manner for 
Insurance, Probate and Family

Division of  single items to complete 
household contents

ADVICE ON SALES BY
AUCTION GIVEN

Twysden Cottage, Benenden,
Cranbrook, Kent TN17 4LD
Telephone : (01580) 240283
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Why?
Last Tuesday (as I write this) a gentle, elderly Catholic priest, Fr. Jacques Hamal was murdered as
he completed the daily Mass in his local church in St. Etienne-du-Rouvray, Normandy; and today
he has been buried. He was killed by two young men with no idea of the value of human life;
claiming to do this in the name of God. As they killed him, they took a video-recording of this
brutal, horrific, senseless act.

Pope Francis spoke of, “the pain and horror of this absurd violence”. The Archbishop of
Westminster, Vincent Nichols said, “To commit murder at a place where people gather in peace
to worship adds another layer of depravity to the violence witnessed.” At Morning Prayer, the
next day, I found for the first time ever that I could not pray for the people who committed this
murder; I could not ask for forgiveness for them. Another act of hate leaves us struggling to come
to terms with man’s inhumanity to man.

As a priest I identify with Fr. Jacques. I also feel hurt that the beautiful, sacred, loving, freeing, act
of the Eucharist has been desecrated. Other emotions include fear (“When will it happen here?”);
despair (“How can things have gone so wrong in our world?”) and outrage (“How can we let this
go on?”). I also find myself angrily shouting, “Why, God? How can man do this to a fellow human-
being?” I want to retaliate; and I still can’t yet find it in myself to forgive those young men or pray
for them. That scares me even more; I know, as a priest, I need to pray about this.

To act out of a feeling of revenge will simply make matters worse and add to the spiral of hate.
The perpetrators are aiming deliberately to get Western society to react with fear, despair or
outrage so that we too are drawn into their hate; setting us against one another. We have to find
it in our hearts to build relationships with those who are different to us. I am painfully aware that
this is not easy.

Fr. Jacques seems to have lived his life as a priest by caring for everyone. In the parish magazine 
in St. Etienne-du-Rouvray, that he wrote last month, he urged parishioners to “be considerate to
others ... whoever they are.” One of his colleagues joked with him, “Jacques, you’re getting on a bit;
it’s time to take your pension.” To which he replied, “Have you ever seen a retired pastor? I will
work until my last breath.” Which is exactly what he did do for God. I pray that I might work,
until my last breath, to learn to love and live with everyone as Christ wants us all to. May we all
do our small part to start making that happen here.

Revd David Commander, Rector

Church Calendar Rector’s Letter

St George’s Church
Rector: Revd David Commander     240658     david@dc-uk.co.uk (day off: Thursday)
Churchwarden: Tracy Claridge     240454     TLClaridge@TLClaridge.co.uk
Churchwarden: Julia Collard     241944     Julia.collard@btinternet.com
www.benendenchurch.org     850849     benendenchurch@gmail.com
Please inform the Rector or Churchwardens if you, or anyone else, is ill or would like a visit or home communion.

Sunday 4 September 8am Communion 10am Family Communion 5pm Choral Evensong
with Sunday School 6pm Organ Recital

Sunday 11 September 8am 1662 Communion 10am Morning Worship

Sunday 18 September 8am Communion 10am Sung Eucharist 4pm Messy Church
at St George’s Church

Sunday 25 September 8am Communion 10am Morning Worship

Sunday 2 October 8am Communion 11am Harvest Service
followed by Harvest Lunch, Village Hall

Mission Church, Sandhurst
Rector: Revd David Commander     240658     david@dc-uk.co.uk (day off: Thursday)
Every Tuesday 10am Communion

Iden Green Congregational Church
Pastor: Rev Peter Michell     240642     www.idengreen.org.uk
Sunday Services 10am Morning Worship 5.30pm Evening Worship

The Roman Catholic Chapel
Fr Barry Grant     713364     www.sttheodore-cranbrook.org
Masses 9am Sundays 7.30pm Holy Days

From the Parish Registers
Weddings 6 August Charlotte Connell and Joshua Head

26 August Phillipa Hayes and David Sarton
27 August Laricia Bewley and William Kelly
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News and Events
Students and School-Leavers
Grants from the Gibbon and Buckland Charity
are available to young persons under the age of
25 who are resident in, and have been resident
in, the Parish of Benenden for not less than
three years, to support them in Further
Education or in getting started in working life.
Trustees will also give consideration to
applications for grants for GAP year projects of
educational worth. Application forms available
from Benenden’s Community Shop, or from the
Clerk to the Charity, David Harmsworth, 
at gibbonandbuckland@gmail.com or 
01580 240683.

Latest date for applications 30 September.

Benenden Players’ News 
and Panto Auditions
We’ve finally tallied up the generous
contributions made by our audience at the
Royal Variety Show; and with the monies made
last year at Benenden’s Got Talent we’ve nearly
achieved £800. One more push and we should
be able to fund a defibrillator for the
Swattenden Lane / Cranden side of the village
which is our current good cause.

And a quick reminder: Panto Auditions are
on Sunday 4 September in the Village Hall 
from 2pm; with Panto performance’s falling
Thursday 2 February until Sunday 5 February
2017. Hope to see you at the auditions; and if
not, definitely in the audience in February!
Nancy Tolhurst   07711 139218
nancy.tolhurst@btinternet.com

9

Friends of Kent Churches
Sponsored Ride and Walk
Saturday 10 September, 10am-6pm
Join us for the 2016 Ride and Stride. Cycle 
or walk round Kent churches and raise money
for the Friends of Kent Churches and a church
or chapel of your choice. It’s a pleasant and
sociable day. Pick up a form at your church and
find sponsors for an important local cause.

Why not plan a route with your friends and
family? You can sign in at your first church from
10am onwards and visit as many churches as 
you like.

Remember Safety on the Roads is
Paramount. We recommend hi-viz vests.
Alison Prall  240417

Sunday School at St George’s
On Sunday 4 September, Sunday School will be
reintroduced at the 10am service, initially on
the first Sunday of the month, at St George’s.
The children will be with us in church for the
start and end of the service, but go off for 
their own worship, prayers and learning
together. For more information please contact
David or Helen Commander.

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BENENDEN PRE-SCHOOL 
www.benendenpreschool.co.uk 

 

-roads 

Small and friendly pre-school -  
Large secure gardens with slide, sandpit, playhouse and more! 
All weather suits provided, for daily outdoor play in all seasons 

Experienced, qualified staff including Graduate Leader 
 qualified instructor 

Regular trips throughout the year - Close parental partnership 
Children may start from age 2 - Childcare vouchers accepted 

  
Tel: 01580 241137    email: supervisor@benendenpreschool.co.uk 

A non-profit making pre-school run by a committee of parents 
Established 1967     a Registered Charity No: 1027577 

 

ANITA MEEKINS
PRIVATE HIRE

FIRST CLASS SERVICE

Ordinary & Executive Vehicles
& 8 seater minibus with seat belts

All drivers & vehicles
licensed & tested

Long & short journeys
& courier service available

Business accounts welcome

Tel: 01580 240713
Mobile: 07774 672 043

anitameekinsph@btconnect.com

DOGwalking

www.tn17dogwalking.co.uk
07719 070864

• Professional • Friendly Service 
• Fully Insured • One-Off or Regular

   

 

 

Providing the complete Decorating Service 
 

Telephone: 01580 713888 
Mobile: 07836 254047 

  eesstt..  11997700 

 

 

Providing the complete Decorating Service 
 

Telephone: 01580 713888 
Mobile: 07836 254047 

  est.  1970 

Idyllic rural location
Individual heated chalets 
housing up to four cats
Also welcome rabbits, 

guinea pigs, hamsters etc.
Come and see us before booking

F o r e s t
F a r m
C a t

H o t e l

Call Lucy on 01580 242961
or 07720 966374

email enquiries@forestfarmcathotel.co.uk
or see our website 

www.forestfarmcathotel.co.uk
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The World Famous
Ron Russell Jazz Band 
in concert
Saturday 17 September, Benenden Village
Hall, 7.30pm
For the sixth glorious year, the Friends of 
St George’s Church welcome the Ron Russell
Jazz Band to bring their full-on Dixieland
stylings to the village as part of a world tour
that is still going strong after half a century.

The musicians in this ever-changing all-star
troupe are a potent mixture of legends,
virtuosos and national treasures, fluent across
the genres but at their best in the intimate
surrounds of a live jazz show.

Russell himself toured in his early years 
with the legendary Monty Sunshine Band before
forming his own outfit in the early Seventies,
showcasing many British and American swing
legends across the continent.

Here he introduces the current combo in 
all their glory:
DIGBY FAIRWEATHER (Trumpet)  Joined me 
in 1974 and has played with me ever since. A
cornettist by conviction he received the British
Jazz Award for Services to Jazz in 2015 as
founder and lifelong patron of the National Jazz
Archive UK. “But I still play the cornet!” he says
… “that’s best of all!”
PETE LONG (Clarinet)  A brilliant multi-reed
man, he continues to lead his legendary Echoes
of Ellington orchestra as well as collaborating in
a variety of shows including recreations of the
Benny Goodman 1938 Carnegie Hall concert
and A Hundred Years of Jazz in 99 minutes!

JIM DOUGLAS (Guitar)  Jim turned
professional in 1960 and joined the great 
Alex Welsh for a 19 year tenure that produced
many of the band’s greatest recordings. He
later worked with trumpeters Keith Smith and
Alan Elsdon and on a variety of shows including
the Billie Holiday tribute Lady Sings the Blues.
MALCOLM MORTIMORE (Drums)  For a
great jazz drummer Malcolm has a formidable
rock history, having played and recorded with
Ian Dury’s Blockheads, the Steve Miller Band, 
Tom Jones and Mick Jagger. On the jazz side 
he has worked with everyone from American
giants like Barney Kessell to the great 
Ron Russell Band!
CHRIS GOWER (Trombone)  Like Malcolm 
he has worked with a succession of rock 
icons including Jess Roden, Shakin’ Stevens, 
Suzi Quatro and Sir Cliff Richard, but he

maintained his jazz
roots, playing with 
the BBC Big Band, the
Pizza Express All Stars
and the poll-winning
Digby Fairweather’s
Half Dozen, touring
with George Melly 
and Paul Jones.

Please book early.
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The Friends of St George’s Church
welcome back to Benenden:

Saturday 17 September 2016
Benenden Village Hall at 7.30pm

Tickets £12 from Benenden’s Community Shop or
Lesley Attwood 01580 243318  lesley.attwood@sky. com

Licensed Bar from 7pm
Quality wines , Champagne, beer and soft drinks

All at excel lent prices, glasses provided
Bring your own snacks - but not your drinks!

YOGA Classes for
Pre-schoolers, Kids & Teens

Benenden Village Hall
& Kilndown Village Hall

For more info please contact
Hayley on 01580 240982
info@namastekids.co.uk

www.namastekids.co.uk

NAMASTE KIDS
& TEENS

Free trial
class

MEET 
YOUR MP
Helen Grant
Helen Grant, MP for Maidstone and the 
Weald, holds regular surgeries around 
the constituency. If you would like to 
arrange an appointment to discuss an 
issue of concern to you, please e-mail 
Helen at helen.grant.mp@parliament.uk 
or telephone 020 7219 7107.

www.helengrant.org
Produced by Helen Grant MP, House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA
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Jazz and Blues in Iden Green
The last Saturday in July saw many people armed
with chairs, rugs and picnics flocking onto the
green behind the pavilion at Iden Green. The
reason? The promise of an entertaining evening
of jazz and blues provided by Benenden Jazz 
and Blind Lemon Lewis and the Aftermaths …
two talented local groups who worked hard to
produce some fantastic music.

For the first time since this annual event
began, the weather stayed dry and as the sun 
set we were treated to great entertainment as
we enjoyed our picnics and burgers (Mr Ward’s
of course) washed down by Larkins beer, wine
and Pimm’s! A fun evening was had by all and 
the jolly crowd generously showed their
appreciation, raising money for charity as 
they revelled!

Over £2,000 was raised for good causes and
grateful thanks go to all those kind people who
freely gave their time to organise, set up and 
run this event!

If any local sax players fancy joining 
Benenden Jazz (a merry and informal band)
please ring 01580 240730.

Calling all Bridge Players local
to Benenden and Sandhurst
Autumn is upon us and it is time to start playing
Bridge again. A knowledge of basic Acol is
necessary, improvers welcome, both clubs are
friendly and provide tea and biscuits.

Rubber Bridge is held on Thursdays, 2-5pm,
in Memorial Hall, Benenden.
For more information please contact:
Lesley Attwood 01580 243318 or 
Anne Tylden-Wright 01580 850281.

Chicago is held on Mondays, 2-5pm,
in Mission Church, Back Road, Sandhurst.
For more information please contact:
Eve Willard 01797 253431.

St George’s Church Cleaning
Rota - can you help?
St George’s has a great team of volunteers who
help to clean the church throughout the year
but some of the members have been helping
out for many years and would like to take
more of a back seat.

We clean on a Saturday morning and you
would be on a team with 2 others cleaning for
no more than an hour or so. Hopefully, with a
few more volunteers, you would only be asked
to help out once every 6 weeks.

If you could spare a little time, or would like
more details please email my address below:
Jacqueline Hewitt   jacquelinepaulh@aol.com

Village Lunch
Tuesday 20 September, Benenden Village
Hall, 12.30pm
All welcome - £4 a head. If you need a lift
please let us know and we can arrange it.
Please contact Sheila on 01580 240838.

We look forward to seeing you.
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Hawkhurst Veterinary Surgery
 01580 752187

Tenterden Veterinary Surgery

www.cinqueportsvets.co.uk

A caring, fully equipped 
modern veterinary practice 

for all your pets’ needs

CINQUE PORTS VETS
Dedicated to your pet’s well being

Also branches at Rye, Ashford, Lydd and Wye

 01580 763309

www.milbournequine.co.uk

 Mobile and clinic based services

Hawkhurst 
01580 752301

Ashford

Also at Rye and Canterbury

01233 500505

An Equine Veterinary Clinic 
providing diagnostic and 

surgical services throughout 
Kent and East Sussex

Cinque Ports Vets and Milbourn Equine provide a 24 Hour/365 Days Emergency Service

Tom Bell

ORGAN RECITAL

Sunday 4 September 2016
St George’s Church, Benenden

6pm

following Choral Evensong at 5pm

Bishopsdale  Oast
Biddenden,  Ken t TN27 8DR
Telephone  01580 291027

emai l  drysdale@bishopsdal eoas t. co.uk

B i sho psda l e  Oas t
Award  Winn i ng
Bed  & Br eak fa s t

Volunteers Needed
For

Shop Service
&

Cafe Service

Learn how to make
that perfect coffee

and serve it!

01580 279808

www.benendens.co.uk/volunteers

info@benendens.co.uk
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Benenden’s 
Roman Road
Village at the crossroads
of history
Benenden is sited at the meeting of
two Roman roads. One running from
Rochester through Maidstone to
Hastings, the other from Benenden to
Canterbury with indications that it
may well continue west of Benenden
as well.

A metal detector survey in 2001 at
Benenden School traced the line of
this road and the Benenden-
Canterbury road that branches off at
this point. The junction is at a high
point on the ridge with views over the
Weald.

Northwards the Roman Road
travels from Benenden School through
Golford and up to Sissinghurst.
Southwards it misses Iden Green and
rejoins the modern road at Eaglesden,
becoming first Mill Street and then
Sponden Lane both of which follow the
line of the Roman road.

The Canterbury road from
Benenden School emerges just south
of Tolhurst and then goes roughly
parallel south of the modern road
before joining it at Goddard’s Green
and then goes cross country to land up
eventually at St Michaels.

There is a Roman paved ford where
the road crosses a stream south of
Benenden. It was excavated in the
1930s and again in the 1980s and is
scheduled as an ancient monument.
The excavator, Crawford, found “a
pavement of large, roughly squared,
stone blocks which formed the bed of
a paved ford on the road R.R.13 a type
found in other parts of the Roman
Empire but believed by him to be the
only one of its kind in this country. The
stones are of substantial size, 5-7
inches thick and from 17 by 11 inches
to 34 by 22 inches in area”.

For further details see KCC site
Exploring Kent’s Past.

www.vinehallschool.com

INDEPENDENT PREP SCHOOL FOR GIRLS AND BOYS AGED 2-13. 
DAY, FULL & WEEKLY BOARDING

For further information and a prospectus please contact Karen Cooper
on 01580 883090 or at admissions@vinehallschool.com.

•  OUTSTANDING ISI Inspection
•  Academic, Music, Drama, Sport & Art 

scholarship programme
•  Extensive mini bus service both to and from 

school throughout Kent and East Sussex

•  Flexible boarding options from Year 3
•  Amazing facilities including golf course, 

theatre and indoor pool set within 47 
acres of stunning countryside

•  Nursery from 2 years above: 1769 map showing Benenden and
Iden Green towards the top and with 
the Roman road marked as a dotted line
below: Part of the ford paving, 1930s, 
taken by Crawford
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Proposed Formation of
Benenden Bonfire Society
Bonfire and Fireworks, Saturday 5 November
Background  The village of Benenden has a
reputation for providing an excellent,
reasonably-priced, family-orientated annual
Bonfire and Firework display. Historically the
event has been run by the Benenden Scout
Group and has been, for a number of years,
their primary fundraiser.

The event requires considerable planning,
administration and actual ‘man-hours’ in order
to achieve success - oh and kind weather! A
proposal to take ‘ownership’ of the event away
from the Scouts, while recognising their history
and ongoing need for funds, has been approved
by the District Scout Executive Committee.

Proposal  To form a new organisation, the
Benenden Bonfire Society (BBS). It is likely this
will be a charitable incorporated organisation,
or other such association considered best
suited to the aims of the BBS.

Aims  The BBS aims to provide an annual
bonfire and firework display within the Parish
of Benenden suitable for families and local
residents. Any surplus profits, having due regard
to maintaining sufficient working capital, will be
distributed to youth groups or youth projects
within the Parish. Applications for funding will
be submitted through formal application and
decided by the committee. Particular
recognition will be shown to the local Scout
Group who started and then ran the event.

The accounts of the event and recipients 
of any monies, will be published in the
Benenden Magazine in the interests of
openness and accountability.

Volunteers  If you are willing to help in any
way, please contact one of the committee
below or benendenbonfiresociety@gmail.com.
Benenden Bonfire Society Committee
Suzanna Penny (Secretary), Michaela Baker,
Genevieve Greenwood, Adam Penny, 
Hannah Miles Watson, David Sarton, 
Grant Matthews (Chair)

Woodland Wide Games
Woodland Wide Games will be recommencing
after a summer break on 2 September at 7pm
at Iden Green Congregational Church. There
will be plenty of outdoor challenges, thrills and
fun for secondary school age children.

For questions and consent forms contact
Tobin or Jo Bird either 01580 240027 or
info@woodland-wide-games.co.uk.

�inking of selling in  
Benenden
this Summer? 

�e specialist Village agent

For helpful, straightforward  
advice contact: 
Tenterden:  
01580 766766

CAMEL RACE DAY
Sunday 4 September 2016

Chilham Castle, Chilham, Kent
£5 Entry (Children under 12 free)

Gates open 1pm   Start 2pm
l Camel Racing l Camel Rides
l Mongolian Wrestling & Archery
l “WAR” Camel, the Lifelike Puppet
l Sideshows l Stalls l Food & Drink
l Camel Milk Ice-Creams

More details:
www.wildcamels.com
For more information contact John Hare: harecamel@aol.com

In Benenden 
and Sandhurst

A different way 
of being church
of doing church

Come along on Sunday 18 September
This month at St George’s Church, Benenden, 4-6pm

Aimed at all the family... whatever your age.
Have fun being church together, doing crafts together, 
worshipping together, and eating together.
The first hour is the craft stuff.
Then we have a short time of informal worship.
Finally we’ll sit down and eat a meal together.

Please come and join us. You do not have to get messy, 
just have fun!

Revd David Commander, Rector
01580 240658   david@dc-uk.co.uk
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Benenden Women’s Club
We met on Thursday 11 August at Great
Dixter in the afternoon where we were
treated to a guided tour of the magnificent
gardens. The day was glorious and perfect for
such an event. Our guide explained how work
was carried out in the garden always using
boards to stand on in order that the soil
would not become compacted, and was able to
name various varieties of plants.

We then enjoyed tea, icecream etc in the
garden, and were able to browse in the shop
and purchase the many varieties of plants.

Our speaker next month will be Gail
Durbin who is now retired and will be sharing
her interests in jewellery-making - recycled,
anodised aluminium, enamelled and papier
mache. Gail says she makes colourful, flashy
and playful statement jewellery for women
with a sense of fun and works on the principle
of if in doubt add more glitter.

We next meet on Thursday 8 September 
in the Iden Green Pavilion at 7.30pm and all
are welcome.
Ruth Barwick

Pembury to Paris for 
Hospice in the Weald
Since July the team preparing to pedal to Paris
has been working hard to ensure we are fit 
and able to complete the challenge. Sadly Ian
who gamely had taken to a bike after almost 
40 years of not riding is no longer well enough
to join us (Giles Clark, Andy Irving and Peter
Ellis) on the ride in person; he will however be
with us in spirit. Fundraising for the cycle has
been good with support from friends, family
and village businesses; to whom we are very
grateful. I am looking forward to updating you
in November’s Magazine (the deadline for the
October edition being some 10 days before we
finish the ride) about how the ride went and
what we raised for our local Hospice. If you
can please support us by gift aiding your
donation at: https://www.justgiving.com/Peters-
Pembury-to-Paris-Peloton? Follow our progress
on https://www.facebook.com/peteralanellis or
twitter: @peteralanellis from 21-25 September

Herbert the hornet had just had enough

He was fed up with buzzing and zooming and stuff

He liked being scary and frightening the kids

But people would swat him and bang dustbin lids.

His family nest was full to the brim

The squabbles and aggro were getting to him

With their pushing and shoving to try to squeeze in

The nest was too small to fit everyone in

He just needed somewhere to empty his head

Somewhere peaceful and quiet … he needed a SHED.

He flew round the garden looking for places

The pond would be good; there were plenty of spaces,

Holes in the trees, a pile of old logs,

Somewhere away from the cats and the dogs.

He sat on a branch to have a good think

You can’t make up your mind in the time of a blink

But the ducks and the moorhens were making a din,

Then the magpies and jackdaws just had to join in,

And a heron flew in with his long skinny legs

And waded and searched for ducklings and eggs

I’m going, said Herbert, this is just too trashy

As a dragonfly dived at him, threatening and flashy

“Oy mate, said the dragonfly “have you had a good look?

Go back where you came from - just sling your hook.”

Poor Herbert, this wasn’t what he had in mind,

He thought that gardens were tranquil and kind

He carried on flying and was looking around

When he saw a big green thing coming out of the ground

It was twisty and curly and climbing up poles

He flew into the middle looking for holes

Now if he lived here he’d be private and hidden

No visitors, thank you, all would be forbidden

But his dreams of a hideaway were quickly broken

When he heard through the leaves these words loudly spoken

“Yes, I’m clearing the veg patch, its all got to go

And the first on the list is this ugly bean row.”

By now he was tired, exhausted and sad

He never thought shed hunting would turn out so bad

He wearily flew to the old damson tree

He’d been there before on a fruit-eating spree

When the damsons were ripe and squashed on the ground

And he’d greedily gobbled up all that he found

Be nice to stay here, he thought, as I know it,

But where could I have my shed? Oh bother and blow it.

As chance would have it, something caught Herbert’s eye,

A small hole in a piece of wood, ever so high

Up a building that stood near the old damson tree,

A building that Herbert before didn’t see.

Now Herbert knew that you just didn’t poke

Your head in a hole –that would be a joke.

There could be anything lurking in there

A spider, a snake, a bat or a BEAR.

He carefully flew round it closer and closer

Took a quick peek inside and Oh wonders Oh whoser

It was dark it was empty. Herbert’s sadness had fled

He had found his quiet place. He could now build his SHED.

D
etails taken from

 w
ork by
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orth

HERBERT THE HORNET
by Mary Kellett

MOBS
(Mothers of Benenden Society)

We will meet from 8pm on:

Saturday 3 SEPTEMBER at St George’s Club
Friday 21 OCTOBER at The Bull

Thursday 22 DECEMBER at The Woodcock

This will be a great chance to relax, socialise
and meet some new mums.

We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible.

If you would like any further information on these meets
please email katy.marshall@hotmail.com.
This invite is for all Benenden Mums:

pre-school, primary, mums who have left the primary, 
and ANY mum who would like to join.

B O D S
(Benenden Ordinary Dads Society)

We invite all Dads in Benenden, old and new, to come

along and kick start your weekend!

We meet in THE BULL on the FIRST FRIDAY of each

month from 8pm for a FEW BEERS and a BIT OF CRAIC.

If you wish to be included on our email list 

please contact Del (Orla Feely’s Dad, Oak Class) 

on derek@sloanedemolition.com

We look forward to welcoming some new Dads

into the fold!!

SPREAD THE WORD OF BOD!!!!
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St George’s Church
Harvest Lunch
Sunday 2 October, Benenden Village Hall,
12.15 for 12.30pm
The Harvest Lunch will follow the Harvest
Festival Service which will start at 11am.
This year’s menu includes shepherd’s pie 
and seasonal vegetables, fruit salad, cheese &
biscuits. Tea, coffee, soft drinks are included, 
but wine & beer will be available to buy.
Always a popular occasion, so buy your tickets
early (adults £7, under 12s £3.50) from
Benenden’s Community Shop or from
Lesley Attwood 243318
lesley.attwood@sky.com
Everyone Welcome
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Iden Green and Benenden WI
Our meeting in July about the effect of ‘WW1
On Woman’s Lives’, was most interesting, and
reminded us to be grateful for the freedom
woman have today in work and social standing.

Our Treasurer has now passed the baton on
to another willing member who joined us only
recently; we are so grateful to her. Our thanks
go to Caroline Simkin for her standard of book
keeping and keeping us well informed of the
Institute’s finances. We wish her and her
husband well for the future - we will miss you.

Dates for your diary:
Monday 5 September, Lodge Farm, 12noon

Ploughman’s Lunch
Tuesday 20 September, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm

Mrs Chapman - Keep Fit
Tuesday 18 October, Memorial Hall, 2-4pm

Talk on Tools for Africa
Visitors are always welcome.
Elisabeth Spicer   752232

Church Nave Ceiling Repairs
The second phase of the repairs to the nave
roof where it abuts the tower, are scheduled to
take place in early September. Work is internal
to restore the plastering that suffered from the
ingress of water, and then to re-decorate the
affected area. Scaffolding will be required to
reach the ceiling but will be arranged to span
the entrance to the choir vestry. Whilst perhaps
unsightly, it should not interfere with any church
activity, and for no longer than a fortnight.
David Barnes, Church Fabric Manager

The Roman Catholic Chapel
The Roman Catholic Chapel in New Pond Road
offers coffee and biscuits after the 9am Mass on
the first Sunday of each month. Whether you
are new to the Village, here on holiday or just
feel like coming along to Mass and a friendly
natter, you are very welcome.

Cranbrook and District
Probus Club (CDPC)
Did you know that Benenden is within the area
covered by CDPC, a club which exists to
provide a regular meeting point for retired
professional and businessmen? We meet on the
second Monday of every month at The Bull,
Benenden around noon for a chat over a drink,
followed by a lunch, which concludes with a
short talk. Occasional outings are also arranged.

If you are interested in joining other local
men at these relaxed social occasions, please
contact our Hon. Secretary, Jan Kobus, on
01580 764857.
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Bargain Carpets & Floors

Carpet, Vinyl, Laminate and Wood supplied and fitted at reduced rates

• Same choice as any shop but up to half the price

• We can move your furniture for you and take away your old flooring

For free home sample viewing

and estimates please call Stuart

01424 855882 / 07734 659834

www.bargainfloors.co.uk

Susan’s Linen, Haberdashery
& Wool Shop

Coombe Lane, Tenterden

A good selection of:
w Tea Towels, Oven Gloves & Tea Cosies

w Pillows, Bedsheets, Blankets, Duvets & Covers
w Percale Egyptian Cotton Sheets & Polycotton

w Towels
w Tablecloths, & Aprons

w Cushion Covers & Pads
w Chair Backs & Arm Caps

ef

Also Handkerchiefs boxed or loose
and many other gifts.

A wide range of Sewing Boxes & Knitting Bags,
Wool and Patterns and a great range of buttons.

ef

All at reasonable prices, it’s well worth a visit.
ef

Closed all day Monday and Saturday

45 & 51 High Street
Tenterden

10 down; 8 across; 5 down; 3 down; 
2 down; 6 across; 7 across; 4 across; 
1 down; 10 across; 9 down.

Benenden’s Welcomes Patricio Gouguenheim - Owner and Winemaker

30 Tickets Only - Available At The Shop

£12

Friday 28 October 7.30pm
Argentine
Wine Tasting
Wines of Gouguenheim, Mendoza, Argentina
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Stephen Message
Sitting in Benenden’s old village shop where his
grandfather had a barber’s shop over 100 years
ago, Stephen Message has laid out on the table
the impressive collection of the bird books he
has illustrated, such as Charles Trollope’s Bird
Notes, and an extensive selection of his pictures.
It’s plain he’s bonkers about birds.

Stephen Message has lived in Benenden all 
his life. As a ten-year-old, Stephen began bird-
watching with his father. He also tried his hand 
at photography but found his resources were
limited. He received an A grade at Art O Level
and also met one of the most influential people
in his career. ‘My art teacher at school, 
Mrs Reynolds, was a great inspiration to me.’
After excelling at art, he progressed to 
Hastings College for Art and Design where he
studied Graphic Design and then moved on 
to Bournemouth to study the more specialist 
topic of Natural History Illustration. Winning a
scholarship at college, Stephen went to Belize in
Central America and other countries including
Malaysia, Thailand, Kenya and Gambia. Shore Birds
of the World became a key book in his career. 
He talks about travelling for his job; ‘I would like
to do more’ admits the 48-year-old but ‘they
don’t fund you to go to all corners of the globe’.

He works closely with the RSPB and is also
working on other ideas ‘I’ve just been doing
visual design ideas for Christmas card designs 
for 2018.’

When asked about his favourite bird, Stephen
immediately names the warbler family. ‘They’ve
got different characters, they sing beautifully 
and they can be tricky to identify so I like the
challenge of identifying them, because it’s not 
just art, it’s scientific illustration.’

Stephen tells me how he starts to paint a 
bird. ‘It’s vital you watch and observe wildlife 
and I will watch for about two or three hours
even before I start sketching just to understand
its movement, posture and character.’

When discussing what’s changed for artists
since he started as an illustrator, Stephen
mentions his bird ‘App’ (The Birder App). ‘You

can download that on
your iPhone and it has all
the calls and songs and I
did all 247 artworks’ he
says proudly. ‘It’s the new
form of bird watching. If
you’re travelling abroad
you don’t have to take
your heavy book in your
rucksack you just
download this as an 
e-book or an App.’

Although it is a digital
world now, his books are
still much in demand and are topping sales of
digital e-Books. ‘Personally, I like the smell and 
the feel of a real book but I do think there’ll be 
a place for both.’

In a month’s time, Stephen hopes to sell some
of his paintings at an annual bird fair in Rutland
Water, near Leicester, where he has exhibited
every year for the past 25 years. ‘It’s competitive
and there’s a big waiting list but because I’ve 
been there a few times you just apply’. Stephen 
is taking around 30 originals and lots of framed
prints to the bird fair. ‘I like as many people as
possible to, if they want to collect my work, have
the opportunity to have a budget that suits them.’

Going back to his roots in Benenden, Stephen
expressed his appreciation for his local client
base for about 30 years. ‘Thank you to all the
parishioners and regular village folk that have
supported my career. It’s a privilege to live in
Benenden.’ Stephen exhibits his work in the
Memorial Hall every year in the last week of
October; a great opportunity to see his work.

As the interview goes on, I become
increasingly aware 
of how much of
perfectionist he is. 
‘I’m never really
satisfied with any
work. I think if you’re
satisfied you give up,
I strive to get better.’
Daniella Gray

SSaaiinntt RRoonnaann’’ss SScchhooooll
Hawkhurst, Kent • Founded 1883 • www.saintronans.co.uk
Boys & Girls from 3-13 • Day & Boarding • Forest School

Discover the magic! Email emmatv@saintronans.co.uk

or call 01580 752271 to book an appointment.

• Specialist stump
grinding service

• All treework

• Free quotation
advice

• Minimal ground
disturbance

• Fully insured

T R E E  S T U M P
REMOVAL SERV ICE

MJM Forestry & Land
Clearance Ltd

0 1 5 8 0  2 9 1 9 8 4
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Benenden
Vi l lage  Hal l

The Perfect Party
and Wedding Venue

Main hall seats up to 150 to eat
or 200 theatre-style;
adjacent small hall makes
the perfect bar or quiet area.

Fully equipped kitchen.
Large stage with sound 
& lighting.
Showers & changing facilities.
Disabled access.  Car park.
Hire charges from £10ph.

www.benendenvillagehall.org
Lorraine Jones  01580 243123

   a-z 

 

P.F. WARD 
 & SONS 

FAMILY BUTCHERS 

FRESH LOCAL 
PRODUCE 

VARIETY of HOME 
MADE SAUSAGES 

 & BURGERS 

Phone: 01580 240612 

 

ST GEORGE S SOCIAL CLUB BENENDEN 
WE WELCOME ALL OVER THE AGE OF 14 

SNOOKER TABLE (FULL SIZE)      DARTS BOARDS      GAMING MACHINES 

CRIB     BILLIARDS     SNOOKER     SKITTLES     CORN TOSSING 

BARBECUES     THEMED EVENINGS     QUIZ NIGHTS     GAMES EVENINGS 

All of the above and cheaper drinks! 
Annual Membership £5.00 

Under 18  O.A.P.  £1.00 

Contact Glenda Marshall (Club Secretary)  01580 243089 

 

News from Benenden School
The summer break has been a productive
period during which we have hosted several
groups and made significant improvements to
the site ahead of the return of all girls and staff.

Kent Music School hosted another successful
summer school, followed by the traditional 
18-day visit of Austrian school Privatschule
Obermair, which gives their students the
opportunity to improve their English.

Slightly closer to home, in August a group of
theatrically-minded girls performed a modern
musical version of Aristophanes’s ancient Greek
comedy for six days at the Edinburgh Festival
Fringe - the first time Benenden has been
represented at the world famous event.

Benenden has also now been immortalised
as a board game, with a School version of 
family favourite Monopoly having been
produced. If you would like to buy a copy then
please contact the School Office for details
(schooloffice@benenden.kent.sch.uk) or visit
our website, www.benenden.kent.sch.uk.

When the School returns on 30 August we
will be launching into a particularly busy and
exciting time.

In September we are delighted to be
formally opening the new all-weather sports
pitch and pavilion, as well as the new staff
housing on site. These wonderful facilities will
have benefits for the School and the community
for years to come. We look forward to
welcoming members of the village to this
opening event.

On this same weekend we will be 
welcoming hundreds of parents to our annual
Two Generation Sport event, a fun day in 
which parent-and-daughter teams compete
against other in a variety of sports. The
following weekend Benenden is proud to
become the first girls’ school in the country 
to host the annual conference of The Eight - a
forum of the UK’s leading independent schools.

All in all, we have much to look forward to
in the new School year!
Samantha Price, Headmistress

Christian Aid Week raises
over £4,000
A record £4,013.20 was raised for this year’s
Christian Aid Week by our Benenden/Iden
Green Group. The following are extracts from
a letter recently received from Christian Aid:

“We would like to take this opportunity to
thank you for all the time and effort you have
put into making Christian Aid Week happen in
your area this year. Please pass on our thanks
to everyone who helped in any way to raise
funds for us.

“This Christian Aid Week we focused on
Bangladesh, one of the poorest countries in
the world, and the people living on the low-
lying islands on the Brahmaputra river for
whom devastating floods are a terrifying part
of everyday life. People like Morsheda, a young
mother of four, who lives in a corrugated
shack. No matter how hard she works, every
year the floods threaten to destroy her
modest resources and leave her with nothing.

“For £250, a Christian Aid safety package
will flood-proof Morsheda’s home by building
an earth plinth, and will provide her with seeds
to grow in the new land around her home plus
fruit trees, a wormery and a goat to give her a
sustainable source of food and income for her
family. Your commitment and generosity during
Christian Aid Week is truly transforming the
lives of our global neighbours in need.

Thank you.”
Lesley Attwood, Christian Aid local organiser

Thank you for our
Sponsorship
John Marshall and his fellow walkers would 
like to thank everyone who generously
sponsored the St George’s Day walk in aid 
of The British Heart Foundation. The total
received by the BHF from sponsorship totalled
£1,870.00 (which, with the gift aid added goes
over the £2K). 
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Cakes & Chaos
Drop-in Cafe

& Toddler Group

St George’s Church, Benenden
Every Friday during term time, 9-11.30am

Please come and enjoy lovely cakes,
real coffee and a selection of teas.

If you’ve got little ones, let them play
in the church.

Only £1 per family.

For more information please call
Revd David or Helen Commander 01580 240658

or email david@dc-uk.co.uk
or helenjcommander@gmail.com
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... it’s the word on The Street!
An excellent range of groceries, breads, vegetables, beers & wines,

together with Post Office services ...

... and a great place to meet and chat over a coffee or snack.

Free Wifi
info@benendens.co.uk Tel: 01580 279808

C a k e !
For  any occas ion .

Ca l l  o r  pop in
to  enqui re .

Community Hospital 
Car Service
The Voluntary Car Service is available to take
anyone in the community to a Doctor’s Surgery
or to a supporting Hospital in the area.  This is
to enable anyone who has no access to a car or
to a suitable bus service to attend for a planned
appointment. It is not an Emergency service.

With effect Thursday 1 September the post 
of Co-ordinator will move back to Jan Kobus,
though the Waltons will continue to drive and
their telephone number may be called if contact
with Jan should not be possible. If you need a lift
as above, please telephone:
First instance: Jan Kobus  01580 764857
Secondly: Peter or Gilly Walton  01580 242855

You may wish to be aware that, also with
effect 1 September, the service will combine with
a similar one supporting residents in Sandhurst
Village community. This change should have no
effect on the service offered to Benenden
residents by our volunteers. But we are glad that
it restores the link jointly with both Parishes.

New drivers are always needed. If you have a
car and are interested in helping the Community
in this way, please call Peter Walton on 
01580 242855 for a chat without obligation. 
The service is totally voluntary and while it
involves some responsibility there is no
commitment other than the specific journey 
you may agree to undertake.

Benenden Pre-School
Jumble Sale
Saturday 8 October, Benenden Village Hall,
10.30am
Adult and Children’s Clothing, Homeware,
Books, Toys, Cakes and Refreshments.

Donations very welcome from now! Have an
Autumn Clean and drop donations at Pre-School
or call our Chairman, Sian Wordsworth on 
07812 574119 to arrange. Otherwise, do drop
off at the Village Hall at 9am on the day.

Benenden Cricket Club
The Club have enjoyed a great first half to 
the 2016 season with some fine wins, some
competitive tussles and some wonderful social
occasions. Played 14 Won 10 Lost 3 Tied 1

Last season the club took the decision to
stop playing league cricket on a Sunday. This was
done to focus the club on social and inclusive
cricket rather than the sometimes highly-
charged, results-orientated league matches. As 
a result we have welcomed new members to 
the club, some keen to return to play with their
children whilst they could still squeeze into 
their cricketing whites.

Highlights this year have include a tied match
against Edwardstone CC, last-over victories
against East Sutton CC and Mountfield CC. We
also held testimonial matches for two club
stalwarts - A Presidents vs. Captains match in
honour of the club President, Peter Blockley; 
and one to mark the 70th birthday of our 
wicket keeper batsman, Chris Smith. We also 
had a sponsored mini test match against the 
club sponsor FENICS.

Club teas continue to be a highlight for which
we thank Benenden School and the Benenden
Community Shop. Thanks also to The Bull for
providing a wonderful post match venue.
Richard Brunt, Club Captain
bruntyhk@hotmail.com
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l Individual Tutoring
o   English
o   Maths
o   French

l Experienced Teacher
l Benenden Village Location

clare.intuition@btinternet.com 07748 462792

Learning in a supportive environment
lIn Tuition
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Claridge’s Wine
The Wines of Portugal. Ruth Clark, Local
Resident, Returns From The Douro
Grapes are thought to have been grown in 
the country we know as Portugal for at least
4,000 years. The Phoenicians introduced
winemaking to the south, and the Romans
spread vine cultivation and winemaking
further north. Jumping swiftly to the past 
20 years, we have witnessed a revolution in
Portuguese wines. Since I was a youth, this
archetypal Old World country has been
famous for little more than Port and Madeira,
Vinho Verde and Mateus rosé - oh, and let’s
not forget cork! Portugal is still the largest
supplier of cork to the world’s wine industry.

Portugal’s numerous grape varieties are the
bane of ampelographers. Some are endemic to
Portugal (e.g. Touriga Nacional), others are
shared with Spain (e.g. Tempranillo/Tinta Toriz).
The current success of Portuguese wines is
due to the indigenous grape varieties. Portugal
joined the EU in 1986 which saw the end of
co-operative monopolies and the introduction
of quality wine regulations. The Instituto de
Vinha e do Vinho (IVV) was set up to oversee
the new wine industry, along with a local
Comissao Vitivinicola Regional (CVR) for each
wine region.

Ruth Clark has just returned from a trip up
the Douro River and has been singing the
praises of Portuguese wine and Port. In her
own words: ‘Other than port and Mateus rosé
I really had no other experience of Portuguese
wine. But five days travelling from Porto up
river, I sampled some of the most wonderful
wines and port: white, red and rosé. If you can,
try cold white port with tonic and a slice of
lemon as an aperitif - very refreshing. To appeal
to the youth market, they have introduced
rosé port - nice but I preferred the white. I
visited a couple of Quintas (wineries) and the
most memorable was Quinta da Pacheca
(www.quintadapacheca.com). Here you can
stay on site in a lovely hotel and help with 
the wine harvest and tread the grapes! Their

Pacheca Superior is excellent, very affordable,
and is made from a mix of Touriga Nacional,
Touriga Franca, Tinta Roriz, Tinto Cão grapes.
It has been foot trodden and fermented in
traditional stone tanks (lagares) for seven days,
followed by time in stainless steel vats and
finally racked into new French oak barrels to
age for 6 months. As you can order a case
online (no P&P) Giles and I are now happily
drinking this wine which they describe as
having an “… intense mature red fruit aroma,
with hints of violets and cocoa”. Obrigado!’
Tracy Claridge   TLClaridge@TLClaridge.co.uk

above: Where grapes are trod, Quinta da Pacheca; 
below: Wine fermenting in huge wooden barrels; 
6 months fermenting in French barrels

kevin.kjoneselectrical@gmail.com

Domestic, Commercial, Industrial
Electricians
All work insured and guaranteed
Trusted locally for 40 years

A Wood Fired Oven can provide
fantastic, fresh and fast food for you

and your guests.

We are local to Benenden and can cater
for private parties, wedding receptions

and events of all kinds.

Most people only think of pizza, but
there are lots of alternatives.

Give me a call to discuss on:
01580 279000 or 07788 279000

info@wowcooking.co.uk

or visit our website
www.wowcooking.co.uk

How good a photographer are you?

Enter Benenden Magazine’s Cover Photo Competition

email benendenparishmagazine@gmail.com

Make your own dried flower
and foliage wreath
with Blue Hen Flowers
Friday 30 September
10.30-1pm   or
Saturday 8 October
10.30-1pm
All you will need provided
plus essential refreshments
£35 a head
If you would like to join us
please contact Sheila on
01580 240838 or at
bluehenflowers.com

ADVERTISE IN THE BENENDEN MAGAZINE

It’s big and it’s colourful - it reaches the entire
parish of Benenden, and is available to visitors.

We have three sets of rates depending upon your
type of organisation. They are:

• Rate Card A    
(Non-village, voluntary/not for profit 
organisations and village businesses)

• Rate Card B    
(Local not-for-profit organisations)

• Rate Card C
(National/non-village Commercial)

Prices for a single issue range from £50 for a full
page advert to just £7.50 depending on size. 
Colour attracts a 20% surcharge, and if you sign up
for 12 issues we do that for the price of 10!

To enquire about you specific needs, email us at
benendenparishmagazine@gmail.com
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Local Enterprise ...
Enterprising Locals

Benenden boasts not one but two purveyors of
the finest English flowers in season. Hannah and
Sheila, Hannah’s Garden and Blue Hen Flowers
respectively, are establishing a reputation as
offering beautiful cut flowers in the English
Country Garden tradition: roses, peonies, sweet
peas and many other scented blooms impossible
to find at many conventional florists. The
emphasis is on local - no airmiles! - but also on
variety as these two small-sized flower growers
can offer a huge range of beautiful blooms
depending on the season. You can go and see the
flowers growing and decide what you would like
for your special event.

Hannah and Sheila grow flowers for all
occasions: weddings, funerals, parties and special
events. Hannah also does flowers by post or, if
you like, can deliver a fresh bouquet weekly, bi-
weekly or monthly for the very reasonable fee of
£15 for 25 stems. Or you can buy Sheila’s beautiful bunches at local farm shops. Both Hannah and
Sheila run courses on a variety of topics, details of which can be found on their websites (see
below). They are members of Flowers from the Farm, a nationwide network of small and medium
sized flower growers, and for the last couple of years have exhibited under this umbrella
organisation at Hampton Court Flower Show.

Many of Sheila and Hannah’s customers are after a ‘country garden’ look - recreated on the table
or in the church. There is still a great sentimental appeal in the romantic, quintessentially English
gardens of Vita Sackville West and Gertrude Jekyll. Hannah and Sheila can provide many of the
services you would expect from a florist but find that often people want greater flexibility when
it comes to planning their event and want to arrange the flowers or decorate the church
themselves. Many brides have a distinct vision of how they want their wedding to look and come

and view the flowers up to a
year in advance, maybe
revisiting a week before the
wedding, to make sure they get
exactly what they want. Some
flowers can be gown to order,
depending on the season.

You might think that many
flowers offered by conventional
florists are a bit samey, some
with the scent bred out of

them in order make them last longer, but several florists now are looking for cottage garden
flowers and support local growers by buying from this Benenden pair. Hannah and Sheila’s flowers
are freshly cut and so last just as well as their imported cousins. No chemicals are used in the
growing nor are they chemically treated to last and so are much more eco-friendly. Key to what
they offer is greater variety and scent as well as competitive prices.

Both growers have greenhouses and poly tunnels to get their new plants started - vital this year
when spring was so slow to arrive and everything was late getting started. The growers also work
together on bigger projects and help one another out with unexpected shortages due to slug
attack or sudden wind!

Hannah Miles Watson   07958 081915   Hannahsgarden.net
Sheila Hume   01580 240838   Bluehenflowers.com

Field grown Achillea at Hannah’s GardenBouquet from Hannah's Garden

Appleblossom antirrhinum
at Blue Hen Flowers

Stems awaiting delivery
from Hannah’s Garden 

for a d.i.y. wedding

Buckets of Blue Hen flowers
going off to a July wedding
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Foot Notes

Village Landscape Walk 1   Distance: 5.6 miles
This walk takes in some of the village’s wonderful landscapes and views.

Leave the village crossing the Recreation ground to the gate in the left hand corner close to
Rolvenden Rd. Through the gate follow the path, this is the High Weald Landscape Trail (HWLT)
(WC328) on a right diagonal line to a gate in the opposite corner. Benenden Beacon is on the
ridgeline to the right. Passing through the gate stay on the same diagonal passing through another 
2 gates to emerge on a broad track (Fig.1).

Turn left on the track, heading back towards Rolvenden Rd with Benenden Windmill appearing on
the top of the rise to the right. Ignore the path going straight ahead and another path on the right,
follow the path around the top of the pond and over the stile to emerge on Rolvenden Rd.

Turn right along Rolvenden Rd past Pullington Fold Farm for 150m then turn
left through the gap in the hedgerow onto the footpath (WC351). Keeping
the hedge on your right follow the line of the hedge into an open field, now
keep the post and rail fence on the left head for the large trees in the centre
of the field. Keep slightly right of the trees, as you pass the trees the path
goes downhill, there is a large house on the opposite side of the valley, line up
with this (Fig.2) and follow the diagonal line you have been following down to
a gap in the hedgerow and through the small wood crossing the bridge over
the stream. Carry on straight ahead up the bank to follow the path between
the wire fence and hedgerow. This path needs constant clearing so clearing
some vegetation would be appreciated. Cross the stile into an open field and
carry on ahead with the hedge to your left through the gate.

The path here runs close to Walkhurst Rd but follow the path around behind
the derelict barns to a stile. Over the stile follow the path (WC349) down
with first the fence on your left, then a hedgerow around the water
treatment works. Pass through the gate and down over the bridge across the
stream. Follow the path ahead to the junction with path WC350, bear right
and follow the path to the next footpath on the left (WC345), turn onto this
and ignore the path on the right heading to Pympne Manor. Follow WC345 to
Goddard’s Green Farm crossing 4 stiles to emerge on Goddard’s Green Rd.

Turn left and after a few metres cross over to take the bridleway (WC340).
After ¼mile the path arrives at a crossroads of paths, take the path to the

left ignoring the main footpath which carries on ahead. Follow the path to where it emerges on the
broad main track through the forest, here turn left towards the main car park. Ignore the first two
tracks to the right and take the third turning to the right. Follow the path downhill to a crossroads
of paths, carry on ahead going uphill to meet New Pond Rd.

Cross the road into the entrance of Parkwood House and follow WC318 to the left to the road
running through the school. Turn right on the path and follow the waymarked path. Carry on the
diagonal path to the fence and turn left keeping the fence on your right. At the school access road
turn right to return to the village a short way along the main road.

Jim Hyde, Parish Footpath Co-ordinator

Fig.1 View from ridge
looking south;
Fig.2 House across valley
showing footpath line

INTERVIEW PRACTICE
and CV WRITING

Retired City insurance company
Chief Executive

For university entrance
or job interviews

Call Charles Hume on
01580 240838

charles.hume@btinternet.com

DBS certificatedB
A
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U
P Specialists in 

Tailor-made 
Itineraries and 

Cruising  

Baldwins Travel - 
Cranbrook 

01580 714411 
Baldwins Travel -   

Maidstone 
01622 762141 

Travelux -Tenterden 
01580 764344 

 

Baldwins Travel -   
Tunbridge Wells 

01892 511999 
Baldwins Travel -   

Tonbridge 
01732 351223    

Baldwins Travel -   
Uckfield 

01825 760488 
Sevenoaks Travel 

01732 458255 
Baldwins Travel - 

Lewes 
01273 472466  

BBTM -  
Business Travel 

01892 515900    

Travel 
 Insurance 

Foreign 
Currency 

Independent, 
Family  

and  
Group Travel 

Flights,  
Hotels, Car Hire 

Tours  & 
Packages 

www.baldwinstravel.co.uk  
#HolidayInspirations    

B E N E N D E N  M A G A Z I N E

NEEDS
your photographs of

village life and people

WELCOMES
news of events and happenings

around the parish

SEEKS
suggestions or contributions for

features pages and countryside forum

Please email
benendenparishmagazine@gmail.com

for further details

We are family owned and provide a
private hire/taxi service and local tours

for the Benenden area and beyond.

We offer a reliable, professional service
including airport and station transfers,

courier service and more. 

Male and female drivers.
All licensed and CRB cleared.

Contact us to discuss availability
and tariffs on:

01580 242898 or 07707 242898

or visit our website
for further information

www.hemstedcars.co.uk
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