
Neighbourhood Planning in the High 
Weald AONB

Benenden lies within the High Weald 

AONB – an outstandingly beautiful 

medieval landscape

Protected by law for future generations



The High Weald AONB

• Designated in 1983 as an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)

• Covering 1460 square km across the 
counties of East and West Sussex, Kent 
and Surrey.

• Advice and guidance provided by a Joint 
Advisory Committee funded by Defra 
and 15 local authorities 



The AONB Management Plan

• AONBs are preserved for the 
characteristic beauty of their landscape 
(termed ‘Natural beauty’ in law)

• All public bodies, including Parish 
Councils, are required by law to have 
regard for conserving the natural 
beauty of AONBs (Section 85, CROW 
Act 2000)

• The AONB Management Plan sets out 
the character of the AONB and the 
objectives for conserving it

• The Plan provides criteria for assessing  
whether the polices and actions of 
public bodies meet their legal duty



An outstandingly beautiful landscape 
with characteristic features:

• Geology, landform, water systems and climate 
(sandrock outcrops, Gill streams)

• Settlement (Dispersed settlement pattern, 
Historic farmsteads)

• Routeways (droveways, sunken lanes)

• Woodland (ancient woodland, archaeological 
remains)

• Field and heath (Unimproved grassland, 
heathland, historic field boundaries



Neighbourhood Plan Process



How can we help?

• Information, maps and 
data about High Weald 
character components

• Advice on individual sites

• Advice on policy wording 
to protect the AONB

• www.highweald.org



Geology & Water



Historic Routeways



Historic Settlement



Ancient Woodland



Field and Heath



Field Systems

Farms were built to manage the land –

should every farm retain a home and 

workspace for rural workers - AOC?



Benenden: A landscape choc-a-block 
with history

Results Summary: Benenden Footpath 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roman Road from ? to Ashford. 
Deep Holloway. Saxon Lathe 
boundary between Lympne and 
Wye; Source Kent HER, 
Archives, Field walk 

Historic Saxon settlement 
core medieval church. Large 
bank in church yard; Source 
archives, field walk 

Herb rich pasture, ridge 
and furrow in small 
paddocks with banked 
hedges; Source field 
walk 

Ridge & furrow, plough 
headlands, hollow way; 
Source field walk 

Quarry, platforms 
and hollow way; 
Source field walk 

Quarry and lost 
boundaries; Source 
Historic maps and field 

Remains of picturesque 
designed landscape part of 
Hemsted Park; Source historic 
maps and field walk 

Scheduled Roman Ford 
crossing stream; 
Source Kent HER Stream Farm - Medieval 

farmstead now 
converted; Source 
archives and field walk 

Modern track on old 
hollow way earthworks 
survive in shaw; Source 
Historic maps and field 
walk 

Quarryl  and lynchets;  
Source field walk 

Old road alignment in 
woodland; Source historic 
maps and field walk 

Benenden, Kent Footpath only on rights of way. 
Summary of historic evidence 

Hemsted Park - 
Roman farmstead by 
junction in road; 
source Kent HER and 
archives 

Massive bank alon g field 
edge and into church yard - 
Saxon settlement boundary 
? Veteran oaks; Source 
field walk and archives 



AONB Design Guide

• Currently commissioning 

consultants to help us

• Draft Design Guide to be 

produced early Autumn 2017 

• Consultation late Autumn 

including Design Conference

• Launch Spring 2018

Roundabouts and Cul-de-sacs were first 

introduced in the early 1900’s – are 

these appropriate for a medieval 

landscape?

A poor replica of traditional farm buildings 

lacking attention to the layout of yards and 

spaces damages the  AONB character



The AONB is a highly populated landscape 
with many people living in the countryside 
outside of villages

There is a need for housing and workspace 

BUT we need proper planning, and the right 
development in the right place

Good luck with your NP and thank you for 
listening!


